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A Plan For Building On Pro-Life Success

Pro-lifers should start their remarks against 
abortion by observing this dramatic decline in the 
number of women who have abortions. If we lead 
with this trend, we will find more ready ears for 

our reasoning. I have seen this happen while doing media 
interviews. 

I mention that dramatic decline and explain why the 
decline is likely to become more dramatic. In subtle ways, 
the interviewer’s attitude shifts. He or she seems a little 
more eager to hear my reasoning as to why this should 
be so. My reasoning, of course, eventually turns to what’s 
wrong with abortion.

The most persuasive reasons will be ones that are new, 
at least new to their specific audience. Most people need 
“new facts” and reasons to reassure themselves that they 
were not morally culpable for supporting abortion in the 
past. These new reasons include: 

• Post-abortion aftermath. That women suffer distress 
after abortions has been well known in the pro-life 
movement for many years, but it may surprise people who 
thought the availability of abortion would help women. The 
testimony of women who regret terminating a pregnancy 
changes the narrative of what abortion does.

• Feminization of poverty. The proportion of women 
among the poor in America was supposed to decrease once 
abortion was made readily available, as women wouldn’t 
be saddled with unwanted children they couldn’t afford. 
Instead, the opposite happened: The proportion of poor 
people who are women has risen.

One cause is this: If men no longer think of their own 
actions as causing babies, and conclude that it was the 
woman’s decision not to have an abortion that caused the 
baby to be born, they get self-righteous about not paying 
child support or otherwise being involved with the child. 
The fact that the man was indispensable in creating the 
child is beside the point; it was her decision, not his, that 
caused the child to be born.

• Child abuse. It was assumed that child abuse stems 
from unwanted births, and that abortion would, therefore, 
reduce its incidence. But child abuse rates skyrocketed 
after Roe v. Wade. The Census Bureau (1990) reported 
452,800 cases of abuse in 1973 and 2,959,100 in 1990. 
The rate per thousand people went from 2.16 in 1973 to 
11.59 in 1990. After that, though, there was a downturn in 
child abuse reports—about the same time that the abortion 
rates started their decline. One possible explanation is 

that abortion has had a similar impact on people as other 
forms of violence: It desensitizes. If unborn children can 
be killed, protection of children in general might diminish.

• Sex-selective abortions. New technology can tell us 
the sex of an early-term fetus, allowing some to abort the 
“wrong” sex. In the U.S., this happens rarely, though many 
would be aghast at just one case. Around the world, it’s 
so common that countries such as India and China have 
a male-female imbalance in the population as a whole. 
People who thought abortion was being legalized for hard 
cases are generally startled that it could be used in this 
way.

• Scandals in abortion clinics. Getting rid of the back-
alley butchers was supposed to be a major benefit of Roe 
v. Wade. That was actually my first thought when I heard 
the decision as a fourteen-year-old. But scandals—from 
bad medical conditions to sexual misconduct of abortion 
doctors—have arisen frequently.

• Trauma to abortion staff. Symptoms of trauma have 
been found in the stories of abortion doctors and nurses in 
various places. Many testify that they’re aware that they 
are killing human beings.

• The consistent life ethic. My experience is that 
situating abortion (and euthanasia) among other issues of 
violence—war, the death penalty, poverty, racism—gives 
many people who oppose those other forms of violence 
a sense of permission to be pro-life when it’s otherwise 
outside their right-wing/left-wing comfort zone to do so. 

A strategy emphasizing the consistent ethic of life has 
had success in the past. Before Roe v. Wade, there were 
three statewide referendum to legalize abortion. In 1970, 
legalization passed in Washington State, with 56 percent 
voting yes. But in 1972, in Michigan, Proposal B was 
defeated with 61 percent voting no, and in North Dakota, 
77 percent voted no.

Excerpt reprinted from FirstThings, Our Pro Life Future, 
A Plan for Building on Pro Life Success,   Rachel MacNair, 
June 2018 
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By WGK Guillermo Bambach

Brothers, the holidays are upon us and wanted 
to wish you and your families a Happy 
Thanksgiving. October was pretty busy for 
our council and numerous Brothers and their 

families supported all the on-going activities, so thank you 
for your help.

Some of the highlights included: “The Day of Refection” 
held on October 20th at the Bethany Center in Lutz and 
was co-led by Knights of Columbus Diocesan Chaplain 
Rev. Tim Cummings along with Brother S/K Tom 
Cummings.  St. Stephen Council had the largest group in 
attendance with more than two dozen Brothers attending. 
The theme “Becoming a Christ Bearer” meant to challenge 
us as Knights to use our God-given talents to promote the 
Gospel. The program kicked off with breakfast at 8AM 
followed by a series of presentations, Adoration in the 
Chapel led by our very own Brother Knight Deacon Ed 
Dodenhoff, a Rosary for Life with each council present 
leading a decade of the rosary and concluded with the 
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass.  It was a great opportunity 
to spend a day away from the noise of society with our 
Brother Knights and contemplate what really matters.

 “100 Knights for Life Prayer Vigil” was held at the All 
Women’s abortion mill on Kennedy avenue. Life Team 
had asked the Knights to cover the Kennedy location 
while the Parish covered the Fletcher location during 
“40 Days for Life “.  Although we did not quite have 100 
Brothers present, we did have a nice showing along with 
two religious Sisters. The Sisters along with some of the 
counselors engaged in lengthy conversations with the 
people going to the clinic. These prayer vigils save lives 
and make a difference in offering hope and help to women 
and families in unplanned pregnancies. I have witnessed 
numerous times, through the grace of God, mothers 
changing their minds and choosing life for their babies.

We Knights DO make a difference, so come out and 
join the monthly prayer vigils and all the other Life Team 
events.

To celebrate the Dioceses’ of St Petersburg 50th 
Anniversary, the “Family Faith Fest” was held at the 
Florida State Fairground. In attendance there were 
dignitaries form our Florida State Council and numerous 
Brothers and their families. Everyone enjoyed a day packed 
with entertainment and activities for kids of all ages, a 
rosary every half hour starting at 11am, Reconciliation 
throughout the day, a Ministry village, Kids kingdom, 

education village, market 
village, delicious food and 
Vigil Mass for the Sunday 
liturgy Celebrated by Bishop 
Gregory Parkes. 

October is “Respect Life 
Month” and the message for 
this year was “Every Life: 
Cherished, Chosen, Sent”. 
The Rosary is typically 
prayed in public before 
Masses and other specially 
held events during the month of October. Our parish hosted 
“Our Lady of Fatima Rosary Crusade”, a public procession 
which was held at St. Stephen’s Mary Garden. Brothers 
Tim Donahue, Carl Alerta, Jerry Coffey and myself had 
the honor and privilege of carrying our Lady of Fatima 
during the procession while the Rosary was being recited. 
The event was joined by about 40 parishioners along with 
Fr. Dermot and Fr. Tim. It was an awesome experience 
and as Saint Louis de Montfort said “Public prayer is far 
more powerful than private prayer to appease the anger of 
God and call down His mercy, and Holy Mother Church, 
guided by the Holy Ghost, has always advocated public 
prayer in times of public tragedy and suffering”.

At this time of public tragedy and suffering amidst 
the Church’s sexual abuse scandals, we as Knights more 
than ever, must continue praying for the healing of Holy 
Mother Church. As most of you are aware, this has hit us 
a little closer to home now based on the announcement 
from the Diocese of St Petersburg.  This is the time for 
all brother Knights to continue to stand steadfast in faith, 
as Catholics and as gentlemen. The Knights of Columbus 
have supported the pastoral and charitable work of our 
bishops and priests since our founding by the Venerable 
Father Michael McGivney and we must continue to do so 
throughout these turbulent times. 

“When the Holy Rosary is said well, it gives Jesus and 
Mary more glory and is more meritorious than any other 
prayer”.  St Louis de Montfort

Thank You For Stepping Up
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Jesus said to his disciples, “In those days after that 
tribulation the sun will be darkened…and the powers in 
the heavens will be shaken. But of that day or hour, no one 
knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only 
the Father.  (Gospel for Nov. 18, Mk. 13:24, 32)

There’s an old country Gospel song with a catchy refrain 
that asks this question: “What would you do if Jesus came 
to spend the day with you?” As Advent quickly approaches, 
the Church invites us to ponder this question—and prepare 
our hearts and souls accordingly. We frantically prepare 
for Christmas, buying gifts and decorating our homes. But 
will we prepare our soul with the same sense of urgency, 
purpose, and care? Advent is a sobering time of reflection 
on the second coming of Jesus. “What would you do if 

Jesus came to spend the day with you?” Soon he will. May 
we meet him with open arms and pure hearts.

Challenge by Supreme Chaplain Archbishop 
William E. Lori:

This month, recalling that we do not know the “day or 
the hour,” I challenge you to go confession, and make 
a commitment to go monthly thereafter as a means of 
maintaining vigilant care over your soul. Secondly I 
challenge you in the coming month to forgive someone 
who has hurt you in some way.

For more information click Supreme Chaplain Monthly 
Message

Supreme Chaplain's Monthly Challenge

Fall Bowling League

On November 11th the Knights of Columbus  
St. Stephen Council 14084 completed their 
Fall 2018 Bowling League at The Alley. This 
was a very successful season were we made 

new friends and had a huge amount of fun. This season we 
had 56 bowlers making up 14 teams!

We would like to congratulate the 1st and 2nd place 
teams: 

Tied for First Place each scoring 54 points was The B&J 
Foursome: Gene Batronie, Denise Batronie, Sue Jordan 
and Mike Jordan and The BassAnos: Denny Schulermich, 
Laurie Schulermich, Bill Miller and Jo Anne Miller

Second Place, scoring 52 points went to Pindamoniun: 
Mark Lovejoy, Anna May Lovejoy, John Columbia and 
Maria Columbia.

We were able to raise $1,020 for the Council through 
the League. These funds are used to support the charitable 
works performed by our Council. So thank you so much 
for your participation and thank you to The Alley for their 
continued support of our Council. 

Also, we paid tribute to our Veteran’s by wearing our best 
patriotic garb. Here are pictures of the top three Knights – 
Brothers Will Torres, Hart Fischer and T. Fischer. 

http://www.kofc.org/un/en/domestic-church/supreme-chaplain-monthly-challenge.html#/This%20Month's%20Challenge
http://www.kofc.org/un/en/domestic-church/supreme-chaplain-monthly-challenge.html#/This%20Month's%20Challenge
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A big brother was having trouble with his little 
brother. Whatever the big brother was doing, 
the little one wanted to do too. If he was 
walking, he was followed by his brother. If he 

was watching TV, his brother would 
join him on the couch and sometimes 
walk up to the screen and block his 
older brother’s view. What especially 
annoyed the big brother was that, 
his brother wanted to join in when 
his friends came over to play. The 
bigger one would complain to their 
mom, “Mom, make Tommy come 
into the house. I want to play with my 
friends!”

Their mother replied, “Be patient 
with him, Joey. He just admires you.”

Joey had little appreciation for his 
brother’s esteem. He had no idea that 
his brother was learning how to be a 
human being through his example. He 
just wanted to play.

Awareness comes to us in dribs and drabs all life long. 
Some days you are sure what kind of person you are; other 
days you are unfocused and confused. You find you are 
good at singing but all thumbs on the baseball field. Your 
sister teaches you a new card game and soon you are so 
good at it that you beat her most of the time. If you feel 
threatened, you’re likely to come out fighting, while others 
just walk away. Sometimes, listening to yourself, you 
wonder, “Why in the world did I say that?”

You look for heroes and models. In school you learn 
about the first U.S. president; you are told to be like George 
Washington: never tell a lie. In church you hear about the 
sacrificial love of Mother Teresa and you yourself want to 
do something to help the poor and dying. 

At an Angels game, you are impressed by a particular 
player and you want to be a homerun hitter like him. You 
watch Extra! Extra! on TV and wonder what it would be 
like if you were an actor, a movie star, a celebrity. In the 
end, you can emulate some of the honesty of Washington, 
the caring of Mother Teresa, and the skills of a great 
baseball player. Whether or not you become a celebrity 
belongs to fate, I’m afraid, but it wouldn’t hurt if you were 
friends with Meryl Streep.

Through experiment and experience you do get some 
idea of who you really are and others help since they tell 
you what they notice about you. “Though you are almost 
always late, you are a friend I can always count on.”

Long ago I read a book entitled, 
“Sayings of the Desert Fathers.” It 
contained various sayings and stories 
about hermits and monks who, starting 
in the third century, left the cities and 
went into the deserts of Egypt and the 
Middle East to live lives of prayer and 
mortification. 

While I loved the candid honesty of 
these humble disciples, I had a hard 
time imagin-ing what they did in their 
hermit-ages and caves. You can’t pray 
all day and night. The greatest of those 
men was Anthony who wrote a rule to 
focus their austere lives. It began, “I 
write to you as men of understanding 
who are able to know yourselves: you 

know that he who knows himself knows God.” The way 
to get to know God is to better know oneself. By means of 
their solitude and ascetical practices, they discovered who 
they were.

We come to church, pray and follow the Bible so we can 
know and love God more. But we will be also discovering 
the unique secret that is each of us. We will be astonished. 

By Msgr. Mike, pastor of St. Anne’s in Seal Beach. California

Finding You
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My Warrior’s Place

As you know, Brothers we have embraced My 
Warrior’s Place as one of primary causes that 
we support. You have heard Sir Knights Steve 
Haines, George Badanich, Rich Sarnowski, 

Jerry Coffey and Mark Lovejoy speak at length about 
My Warrior’s Place at previous meetings. If you would like 
to learn more about this remarkable support facility for our 
Veteran’s please check them out at www.mywarriorsplace.
org

On October 25th and 26th we had another opportunity to 
be of service to My Warrior’s Place.

Sir Knights George Badanich, Rich Sarnowski, Mark 
Lovejoy and Hart Fisher rebuilt an access stairway and 
platform for one of the housing units at My Warrior’s 
Place, with materials donated by Home Depot. 

We will have more opportunities to be of service to My 
Warriors Place this fraternal year. Please contact S/K Mark 
Lovejoy at Lovejoy6951@gmail.com or George Badanich 
at george.dbadanich@gmail.com, if you are interested in 
helping our Veterans. 
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Squires Investiture

The Knights of Columbus Council 14084 and 
the Columbian Squires Circle 5209 held an 
“INVESTITURE CEREMONY” in the Family 
Life Center on November 2, 2018.  This scripted 

event is conducted to welcome new youth, boys ages 10-
18 to join this Junior Knights of Columbus organization.  

We welcomed 5 new Squires to the membership on this 
day. The ceremony began with a blessing from our Pastor 
Fr. Dermot and concluded with a meal and fellowship.  
Our newest members are Tyler Hildebrand, Rudy Cruz, 
Lucas Wilcoxen, Daniel Alerta, and Zachary Bartling.  
We also welcomed a new Deputy Chief Counselor 
William Tores.  We also had Brother Knights present, our 
Chancelor Ed Skrobacz, Color Corps Commander Rick 
Gnatowsky, John Berry and Chris Hobbs.   

As the Chief Counselor it is my privilege and honor 
to serve as their guide and hope that they continue their 
journey of faith and selfless devotion to the service of 
our community.  The Squires support many ministries at  
St. Stephen but their focus is on the Veterans at James A 
Haley Hospital in Tampa.  

They also focus their efforts on the homeless in our area.  
They enjoy supporting the Knights and the scheduled 
events throughout the year and always look forward to 
the Annual Lenten Fish Fry driven by the St. Stephen 
Men’s Club.  We are always looking for new members and 
welcome anyone interested.  

The Circle meets on the First Friday of the month unless 
changed due to other events.  The annual Keep Christ in 
Christmas card sales is what helps our youth support their 
activities.  Thank you to all who support this worthy group 
of young men.  
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Knights Insure Fun and Safe Night

Again, this year- Council 14084 aided the Goblins and Ghosts of St Stephen’s Catholic School insuring a safe parking 
environment during their annual Trunk or Treat held on Friday October 26th.  The event started at 6:15 and ended a 
little after 8:00pm.  A special thank you to those Knights that helped with the parking: Bill Ruppert, Ed Veronick, Rick 
Armstrong, Gerry Coffee, Tin and Joan Donahue, Roland Tiso, Darin O’Neal, and Rob Ferry.  The Council will be doing 
this again in 2019.

If you remember, our October council meeting, we had 
a family event. It was small, but successful and I’ve 
gotten a lot of interest from brothers about when the 
next one will be. For our December meeting, we will 
have the families there again. But with a twist, I have 
reached out to the Squires and their families and will be 
reaching out to the Columbiettes as well. 
This one we will have all the kids, Squires, and 
Columbiettes make ornaments for our tree which will be 
in the FLC. We will also have them making handmade 
Christmas cards to deliver to the VA. Like last month, 
we will do this potluck style as well, but with a holiday 
twist. So please, I’m asking you, bring your families, be 
involved, make this an amazing event!

Families Invited
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Essay Contest Winners

Sir Knights/Assembly 3418, our District Deputy Ed 
Sleyzak, SK Mark Lovejoy and SK Ed Veronick 
presented the Catholic Essay Contest certificates 
and Council Awards at the SSCS Morning Show.: 

To see the video, go to Youtube; https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=_snwV6QIsJg

There were 17 total participants this year from our 8th 
grade class Coordinated and submitted by Mrs. Julianne 
Gonzalez, the SSCS Art Teacher, Religion Coordinator 
and Middle School Coordinator.  Sir 
Knights that did the judging of the 
contest were our Faithful Navigator, 
SK Steve Haines, SK Julio Alverez 
SK Mark Lovejoy, SK Jerry Coffee, 
Color Corps Commander SK Rick 
Gnatowsky and SK Rick Hughes.

Our Winner was Jacob Larson who 
was awarded with a $100 gift card, first 
alternate was Jacob DiSanto awarded 
with a $50 gift card and our Second 
Alternate was Grace Hills also awarded 
with a $50 gift card.  All of the essays 
were very well written! The subject this 
year was:  How does your family “Keep 
its Catholic Faith in Action.”

The Knights would also like to thank Mrs. Gina Robles, 
Assistant Principal and all of the SSCS for allowing us to 
be a part of the Morning Show and present the awards to 
the students.  Their efforts are a testament to the dedication 
of the entire staff at the St. Stephen Catholic School.  It 
was my honor to be the Essay Coordinator for the Knights 
Assembly but it would not be successful without all of the 
support I received!

Blessings to all.  “Go Mustangs”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_snwV6QIsJg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_snwV6QIsJg
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 November Birthdays

Monsignor John F. Scully 
Assembly #3418 Officers

Friar 
  TBD 

Faithful Navigator
S/K Steve Haines

Faithful Captain
S/K Ed Sleyzak  

Admiral
S/K Rick Hughes

Faithful Pilot
S/K Mark Lovejoy  
Faithful Comptroller

S/K Nick Turco
Faithful Scribe

S/K John Berrie  
Faithful Purser

 TBD 

 Trustees
S/K Julio Alvarez, Jr. 

S/K John Cirello 
S/K Pete Card 

Faithful Inner Sentinel
S/K Randy Lee

Faithful Outer Sentinel
S/K David A Morone

Color Corps Commander
S/K Rick Gnatowsky

St. Stephen Council  
Directors and Committees

Membership Director
Jerry Coffey

membership@kofc14084.org  
Program Director
Alex Czopek 

deputygrandknight@kofc14084.org 
Faith

Chuck Alaynick 
church@kofc14084.org  

Community
Ed Veronick  

community@kofc14084.org  
Family

William Torres 
family@kofc14084.org  

Life
Bob Kines   

RightToLife@kofc14084.org
Squires

Ed Veronick 
Bob Haley   

squires@kofc14084.org

RJS Fundraising
Julio Alvarez

rjs@kofc14084.org 
Degree Team Leader

Rick Hughes
degreeteamcaptain@kofc14084.org  

Communications

communications@kofc14084.org

St. Stephen Council Officers
Fraternal Year 2018-2019

Chaplain
Father Dermot Dunne

Grand Knight
Guillermo Bambach
Deputy Grand Knight

Alex Czopek 
Chancellor

Ed Skrobacz
Warden

Chris Hobbs
Advocate

Jerry Coffey
Lecturer

Matt Preszler
Recorder

Peter Depa
Financial Secretary

Nick Turco
Treasurer

Bill Ruppert
Trustees

Bruce Czaja 
John Berrie   

Mark Lovejoy 
District Deputy
Ed Sleyzak
Field Agent 

John Ruckart
Guards

Carl Alerta   Jeff Stephanz
John Hollingshead

Anthony M Giaccone, Bobby John Frady, Carlos R Ayala, Christian P Mowery, Darin J Ciabattari, Dimitri J Tripodi, 
Fabian  Covarrubias, Francis  Xavier, George W Weber, Gregory D Minton, Hubert A Knights, Jeffrey  Nicholas, 
Joe D Disanto, John A Cirello, John G Columbia III, John T Clarkson, John W Berrie, Jose O Maysonet, Joshua E 
Bohnart, Matt D Shirina, Michael A Roman, Michael D Van Buren, Pedro A Torres Jr, Phillip W Primacio, Ralph  
Hahn, Rev Emery N Longanga, Richard A Lechowich, Richard F Houk, Ryan M Ayres, Scott C Hottenstein, Walter 
F Markwas, William L Brown II
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November 24 Fourth Degree, Orlando
November 25 Deadline for submitting raffle tickets
December 1 Roadside Cleanup, Creche Setup
December 15 Council Christmas Party, River Hills CC
December 16 St. Nicholas Breakfast FLC

Please check your Council website calendar for more details regarding 
these events: http://www.kofc14084.org/

Upcoming Events

KNIGHTLY 
NEWS

This newsletter is a 
publication of St. Stephen 
Catholic Church Knights of 
Columbus Council 14084.

To make a contribution, 
submit an article or pictures, 
please send content to: 
communications@kofc14084.
org

For more information on 
our Knights of Columbus 
Council, visit our website at: 
www.KofC14084.org

The Russel family actively participated 
in numerous ministries with the parish. 
Ted is a 4th Degree Knight and is a 
constant volunteer for RJS Fundraising 
events.  He is also a catechist for the 
RCIA program, Men’s Club, Lector, 
Communion for the Homebound, Life 
Teen and Edge. Ted currently serves 
on the Parish Pastoral Council, where 
he is a liaison for the Office of Faith 
Formation and Saint Stephen School. 
Lori is a Sister Columbiette and has been 
part of Saint Stephen Catholic School 
Advisory Board, served on the Middle 
School Board, Arts and Environment 
Committee, Faith Formation, Blessed 
Trinity Mission, Bible Studies, 
Vocations, Sacristan, and Respect Life 
ministries. Presently, she helps with 
RCIA, counts the Church collections, 
Prayer Line Prayer Group and as a 
Eucharistic minister. Lori and Ted were 
recently presented with the St. Jude 
Award by the Diocese of St. Petersburg. 
Please join me in congratulating Ted, 
Lori and their three children as the 
Family of the Month.

This months’ “Knight of the Month” is 
Bob Kines. Bob fully exemplifies what 
the Knights of Columbus stand for “A 
People of Life and For Life”. 

He has done tremendous work in 
supporting all our Right to Life activities 
to include organizing Monthly Prayer 
vigils in conjunction with Life Team 
Ministry, 100 Knights for Life, Life 
Chain and spend many weekends 
helping women who find themselves in 
unplanned pregnancies to choose life for 
their babies. Bob outspoken supporter 
for Life from the moment of Conception 
to Natural Death. Please join me in 
congratulating Bob Kines as the Knight 
of the Month.

Knight of the Month

Family of the Month

The Father Michael J. McGivney 
Guild serves as a source for 
information about the life, works 

and spirituality of Father McGivney. 
The Guild distributes informational 

materials about him, receives reports of 
favors granted through his intercession and 
oversees the distribution of relics. 

Guild members receive regular updates 
on the progress of Father McGivney’s cause for 
canonization and are invited to participate in promoting 
devotion to this Servant of God. Members of the Knights 

of Columbus are not automatically Guild 
members and must elect to join the Guild. 

The Father Michael J. McGivney Guild 
Newsletter is published bimonthly except 
July - August, and is sent free to Guild 
members. 

To join the Guild, register online at: http://
www.fathermcgivney.org/ 

Are You A Member?


